52 Days of Building the Wall of the Word and Wisdom

Preparation of the Bride in her Wilderness

Day 12 – May 25, 2013
Yesterday we looked at Song of Solomon 3:6 “Who is this coming out of the wilderness like pillars of smoke, perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, with all the merchant’s fragrant powders?”  

We saw that Jesus is the bridegroom coming out of the wilderness for His bride, wrapped in a pillar of fragrant smoke.  We also saw that we are sent into the wilderness for a season to test our hearts to see if we are completely His.  Let’s look at two more wilderness passages.  One as God was preparing His people to enter the Promised Land and the other when God prepares His People to enter in to the Millennial Kingdom with Him.  
Exodus 16:10 "Now it came to pass, as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the children of Israel, that they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud.”
Revelation 12:6  “Then the woman (God’s people) fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, that they should feed her there one thousand two hundred and sixty days.” 
Remember the wilderness is an uncultivated, abandoned area; a dry, hard and empty place. But God prepared a place for her, just as He is preparing us for His return.  

The Greek word prepared is hetoimazo, which means to make arrangements and be ready for something that is coming.
Our Lord Jesus Christ will bring us out of our wilderness by the pillar of smoke to show us the place of Worship and Prayer in our lives.  There was a part of the tabernacle that also mentions an aromatic column of smoke.  The Golden Altar of Incense used in the Tabernacle (temple) was a form of worship and prayer that a priest would perform twice every day.  He would enter the Holy Place in the tabernacle carrying coals from the Bronze Altar in a container and sweet incense on a golden plate.  As the incense burned, he would offer up prayers for the people and praise to God.  These would mix with the smoke of the incense as a column of smoke, going up to God as a sweet aroma to His nostrils.  
As we send up our praise and prayers to God every day, we are sending up a delightful aroma to God.  The sweet aroma of His Presence will fill us and set a delightful atmosphere in our homes.   As Jesus is setting this atmosphere, He has instructions for us that we must understand.   He is preparing us for His return and then instructing us in how to prepare the Bride of Christ for His return.
Webster’s Dictionary defines preparation:  
1. to make ready beforehand for some purpose, use, or activity; to put in a proper state of mind .  We must be ready and prepared to listen to God with a renewed mind. 

2. to work out the details of a plan in advance.   We must work out the details of God’s plan with a prepared strategy as we gather His remnant.

3. to put together, to compound as a prescription.  We must come together and put His Words together as God gives us wisdom and understanding.
4. to put into written form.   We must be prepared to write down all that God is telling us in this season for His children.  He has specific instructions for us to prepare and pray. 
5. to get ready.   We must be ready and prepared for the call to battle in intercession that is coming and is here.

Revelation 21:2  “Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.”  
As we seek The Lord with our whole heart, He will reveal His heart to us more and more.  His heart is to protect us and give us everything we need to be prepared for His return.

2 Corinthians 11:2 "For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy.  For I have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.”  
Do you see His heart towards us? He is zealous and jealous for His Bride, the Church. 

The imagery of Jesus “coming out of the wilderness like pillars of smoke” used in Song of Solomon 3:6 can be compared to a palanquin.  This is a covered carriage carried on the shoulders of strong men, used in a royal wedding.  We can see Jesus being carried to His bride.  This also can be compared to the journey of the Ark of the Covenant.  This was a part of the tabernacle where God’s presence rested.  When the children of God moved camp, the Ark was on the shoulders of the priests.  
Exodus 13:20-22  “So they took their journey from Succoth (tabernacle) and camped in Etham (a sign) at the edge of the wilderness.  And The Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so as to go by day and night. He did not take away the pillar of cloud by day or the pillar of fire by night from before the people.”

As God’s people headed out of the bondage of Egypt, they stopped at Succoth which means tabernacle.  They stayed there for a time and gave thanks to God.  Then they camped at Etham, where God gave them a great sign.   God’s presence as a pillar of cloud and fire was evident to all His people and the surrounding nations.  But only His people were close enough to smell the sweet aroma of the smoke.  The fragrant smoke in Song of Solomon 3:6 reminds us of this guiding pillar.  God now manifests His presence through the Holy Spirit who guides His people into all truth.  

John 14:15  “He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.”  

Manifest - emphanidzo - to cause to shine, to appear, come to view, reveal, exhibit, make visible, present oneself to the sight of another ,to declare and make known.

In our preparation while we are in the wilderness The Lord is leading us on a journey that He has chosen for us.  On that journey we must understand He is the only one that can lead and guide us to all truths.  While we are reading, praying and meditating on Psalm 119, God is changing our hearts to love Him and all that is on His heart.  He is leading us to see Him in the pillar of cloud that will appear every day if we position ourselves.

In this season of preparation He wants us send up incense that is holy and acceptable for Him.  Remember this is the acceptable year to proclaim God to all.
DIGGING DEEPER:

Please read and study Exodus 33:9-17, where Moses understood the importance of God’s presence.
Please continue to read and pray through Psalm 119:1-24.

Remember your memory verse: Psalm 119:10. 
