52 Days of Building a Second Wall with the Word and Wisdom

Enlarge my Heart, Lord

Day 17 – May 30, 2013

Psalm 119:32  “I will run the course of Your commandments, for You shall enlarge my heart.”
Run my course means: the act or action of moving in a path from point to point; the path over which something moves or extends; a chosen manner of conducting oneself; a way of acting. 

If we will follow the commandments of the Lord on the course He has been set before us, He will enlarge (to make bigger or more extensive) our hearts.  

When we come out of the wilderness, a path has been chosen for our lives and it has been planned out for us by the sovereignty of the Lord. He wants our hearts to be enlarged every step of the journey.  Remember what we have studied about the wilderness, its purpose is to humble our hearts so we will follow the Lord.  
Deuteronomy 8:2 "And you shall remember that the LORD your God led you all the way these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you and test you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not.”
Isaiah 54:1-2 ""Sing, O barren, you who have not borne! Break forth into singing, and cry aloud, you who have not labored with child! For more are the children of the desolate than the children of the married woman," says the LORD. Enlarge the place of your tent, and let them stretch out the curtains of your dwellings; do not spare; lengthen your cords, and strengthen your stakes.” 

When He told the woman who was barren to sing, this was to encourage her that her dwelling place was going to be enlarged. God was pleased to speak these words because He knew the outcome of her path.  He was working patience in her heart as she walked out the promises spoken to her, and as He led her through the course of life He chose for her.  
He also spoke to Sarah as she waited in her barren state for her promised child.  We must understand that God is doing great things in our hearts and lives when we wait on Him in our wilderness/barren place.  He is preparing us and preparing things around us for the journey to come.  When we open our hearts to Worship the Lord in our wilderness, looking to His promises, but not yet seeing anything change; our faith in Him grows.  This greatly pleases the Lord. 
In order for our faith to grow, our hearts need to be tested and tried, like gold.  Gold in its natural state is full of impurities, just like our natural hearts.  They have to be refined, through the great heat of trials, to bring the impurities in our hearts to the surface and be removed.  When we welcome and allow this refining to go on in our hearts, the Lord is pleased!   
1 Peter 1:7 “that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”
King David was a man after God’s own heart, and his son Solomon also had a heart that pleased the Lord.  They both were not perfect, but they were humble and repentant before the Lord.  When Solomon became king, he told the Lord he did not know how to be a wise king, but that was his greatest desire. This pleased God so much that He gave Solomon wisdom and discernment that was greater than anyone else.

1 King 4:29 – “And God gave Solomon wisdom and exceedingly great understanding and largeness of heart like the sand on the seashore.” 

God enlarged his heart to receive more of God, not just what he asked for, but abundantly beyond all that he thought possible.  God blessed him with peace for his kingdom, prosperity, and honor beyond anyone else.
With each day that King Solomon reigned, he grew in the Lord.  With each proverb and Psalm he wrote (1 Kings 4:32), his faith in the Lord grew.  Every time he relied on the Lord to lead him in administering justice, His faith grew.  As everyone in the kingdom was at rest, his faith grew.  When he realized the Lord needed a house, when he was in the middle of building his own, he quickly got the necessary people together and built the most magnificent temple for the Lord in only seven years.  
1 Kings 3:28  “All Israel…feared the King , for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him to administer justice.”

1 Kings 4:25  “All Judah and Israel lived safely…all the days of Solomon.”

1 Kings 5:4-5  “The Lord my God has given me rest on every side; there is neither adversary nor misfortune.  Behold, I intend to build a house for the name of the Lord my God…”

At the dedication of the temple, King Solomon stood before the altar and prayed before the entire assembly, acknowledging that there is none like his God!  

1 Kings 8:22-23 “Then Solomon stood before the altar of The Lord in the presence of all the assembly of Israel, and spread out his hands toward heaven; and he said, ‘Lord God of Israel there is not God in heaven above or on earth below like You, who keep Your covenant and mercy with Your servants who walk before You with all their hearts’.”

Please read the entire prayer of King Solomon in 1 Kings 8:12-61.  
When King Solomon stood before the people, he was ministering as a priest to the people and to God.  He was interceding for his people before Almighty God, he was extolling the magnificence of God through worship, and he was teaching the people from the Word of God.   Solomon operating as a king and a priest was foreshadowing of the greatest priest/king, Jesus Christ, when He returns to rule on this earth.  But in the meantime, he has made us to be kings and priest in this age.  
One thing that King Solomon prayed was for all the peoples of the earth to know the Lord.

1Kings 8:60   ” that all the peoples of the earth may know that the LORD is God; there is no other.”

God answered this prayer in a unique way.  The fame of King Solomon’s wisdom and discernment, and God’s favor was evident to all.  Kings and Queens came from all over the world to talk to Solomon.  
1 Kings 4:31,34  “He was wiser than all men… and his fame was known in all the surrounding nations…and they came from all peoples to hear the wisdom of Solomon, from all the Kings of the earth who had heard of his wisdom.”

When we open our hearts to be loyal to the Lord our God, He will extend our territory, our sphere of influence, to bring the lost to see how great our God is in our lives.  We become a testimony for the Lord, just like King Solomon was when all the leaders and wise men came to see him.  
Please Read 1 Kings 10: 1-10.  These are the words of the Queen of Sheba, after she met King Solomon.
She had heard fantastic tales about this king, but she didn’t believe them.  But something caused her to investigate him for herself.  When she met King Solomon, she was overwhelmed by the sweet smelling aroma on him of the presence of God.  She saw the brightness of the light of the Lord in this man and his kingdom, and she wanted it for herself.  She comes to acknowledge the Lord is Almighty God!  
As the Lord takes us through our wilderness, the aroma of His presence permeates us and we become a sweet smelling aroma.  We must go out into the darkness of the world and be a light and a sweet aroma of life to those who are perishing without the saving knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
2 Corinthians 2:15  “For we are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing.”

DIGGING DEEPER:

Please read Isaiah 60: 1-9 and see how they tie into what we studied today.  We will study about the treasures of these kings tomorrow.  

Continue to work on your memory verse for this week:  Psalm 119:33.

