52 Days of Building a Second Wall with the Word and Wisdom
Destroying the Mixture of False Worship
Day 2 – May 15, 2013
Please read Deuteronomy 7 before we get started with the building of the Second Wall.  As God’s chosen people, we will be blessed by God if we love Him and keep his commandments, which He wrote down for us in His Word.  In Deuteronomy 7 and many other places in His Word, God warns us that we have enemies that are greater and mightier than us, and we need to utterly destroy them.  He makes it very clear that we must not make covenant and marry them.  When we let them come close and attach themselves to us, they bring with them mixture and false worship; because they come to set up altars, sacred pillars and wooden and carved images.  
An idol is anything that we put before God in our devotion or trust.  

If you think you do not have any idols, let God search your heart.  What do you put your trust in for yourself, your family members, your church, your job…?  Who or what will you drop anything for?  What things capture your attention (devotion) more than God?   
If you think this won’t happen to you, Read 1 Kings 11: 1-11

Wise King Solomon who had vowed to God that there is no other God, and promised to keep His commandments; fell into idol worship because he had married and allied himself with foreign idolatrous women.  They turned his heart away from his whole hearted devotion to God.  
Last December and January were built the first wall through Warring (prayer) and Worship; and now we need to build the second Wall through the Word and Wisdom.  God has given us His Word so we can look back to when others have failed and try to not make the same mistakes.  It is wonderful to see God’s redeeming love poured out to His people, and we can know that He will give it to us too, if we realize our false ways and repent and turn whole heartedly back to Him!  

During our April Worship Encounter, we saw that the Samaritans built their faith in God on false worship and idolatry because of the insecurity of their first King, Jeroboam.  If we look at the history again of how Samaria (Northern Kingdom) was built, we will see the foundation of the iniquity that hindered the people to truly know and worship God was built on a mixture of fear, rejection, worthlessness, and insecurity.  The King brought in altars, sacred pillars, and wooden and carved images; and his sin kept his people from keeping the commandments, statues, and judgments that God commanded them (and us) to observe.  We must utterly destroy all false worship before it destroys us.  After King Solomon’s death, Israel was divided into two kingdoms: the Northern kingdom called Israel, whose capital was Samaria; and the Southern Kingdom called Judah, whose capital was Jerusalem.  The books of 1 & 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles show the tragic history of kings of Israel, who led their people to idolatrous worship, which led to captivity and death.  Their leadership was filled with a mixture of pride and insecurities.

The southern kingdom had the temple of God and they stayed truer to God, but they still had a lot of mixture from the surrounding nations they did not destroy as God had commanded them.  Eventually they too did evil in the sight of God.

Please read I Kings 15:11-14, to see how the mixture of false worship can come into our lives.
King Asa did “what was right in the sight of the Lord”, but he had a grandmother who was deeply into idol worship and had corrupted her son.  King Asa dealt with his idolatrous grandmother and his heart was loyal toward God; but God still mentions he did not take down all the high places.  We can remove people, but we must remove the idols and high places of worship that have been set up by our forefathers; because they will ensnare us. 
King Asa ruled for 40 years in Judah (Southern Kingdom) while at the same time Israel (Northern Kingdom), had seven kings.  King Asa had a heart for God while the seven kings only had a heart from themselves.  The leadership got worse in Israel with each king.  Ahab married Jezebel, a high priestess to the false god baal.  Through them, the enemy used every opportunity to remove the true worship of God by killing the prophets of God.  They brought in more false worship than ever before.  

Samaria has always been a city of false worship, with its beginnings as the capital of Israel under King Omri.  He moved it there because its location was almost impregnable (very difficult to capture or destroy).  It withstood vicious assaults by the Assyrians, but was finally captured 150 years later.  Samaria was then repopulated by foreigners who brought their idolatrous practices with them.  The intermarriage of these foreigners with the native Jews created a mixed race known as Samaritans, who were hated by full-blooded Jews at the time of Jesus. 

This history of Samaria and all of its mixture only show us we must go deeper and deal with the false worship that is passed down to us by our forefathers.

Starting with Jeroboam (the first king of the Northern Kingdom), sin passed down through the blood line of the people and the kings.  He was afraid all his people would go to Jerusalem for the appointed feasts to worship God, and not return.  He took it upon himself to make 2 golden calves and set them in a high place for his people to come and worship.(1 Kings 12:26-33)  

The high places (spirits of false worship) tormented the people and led them to false worship. The seven kings of Israel, from Jeroboam to Ahab, brought in seven spirits that still torment us today.   These spirits of false worship cause us to build a false wall of protection and refuge, separating the body of Christ from one another.  Out of God’s love for His people, He will come and bring a wall of judgment to us, so we will tear down all false worship and truly worship Him with all of our hearts!
Digging Deeper

Please read the following verses and see how these kings brought these seven spirits into their kingdom, resulting in torment and misery for their people.  
1. Jeroboam
 - I Kings 12:25-33 
- Division

2. Nadab 
- I Kings 15:25-26 
- Discord

3. Baasha 
- I Kings 16:2  
- Drugs

4. Elah 
- I Kings 16:6-14 
- Depression

5. Zimri 
- I Kings 16:15-19 
- Distress

6. Omri 
- I Kings 16:23-25 
- Deep Debt

7. Ahab 
- I Kings 16:29-33 
- Deep, Deep Darkness (Sexual Immorality)

If you see any of these in your lives, please take the time right now to repent and ask God to destroy these spirits in you and to cleanse you completely.  Let Him fill you with His love and peace.  

Remember your memory verse for this week is Psalm 19:7.  

