52 Days of building a Second Wall with the Word and Wisdom

God Commands Obedience from His Chosen People 

Day 5- May 17, 2013
Please read Psalm 19:7-14 and Deuteronomy 4:1-5.
Throughout this entire 52 days of Bible study you will see these key words (repeated words): statues, judgments, commandments, laws, precepts.  We must let the definitions of these Hebrew words go deep into our hearts, so we can hear God clearly in what He is saying, and how we will respond back to Him.  I pray that the Holy Spirit will open our hearts to deeper revelation of these words so we can walk in victory and full fellowship with God.  We will see victory if we hold fast to what the scriptures teach us in His statutes and judgments.  He has commanded us to be obedient to His word so we can possess the land, which is the land of our heart!
In Deuteronomy 4:1we are to listen, learn (be taught), and observe God’s statutes, judgments, and commandments.  
Listen- shama- to hear intelligently, often with implication of attention and obedience; 
Teach- lamad- to instruct or train; to prod or goad with a rod; diligently instruct students to be skillful students of the Word.  
We must be a disciple of Christ; one who puts forth effort to follow both the teaching and the teacher.
Observe – asah – to accomplish; to be carefully attentive and carry out; truly practice; to conform one's action or practice to the law; to comply with; to watch carefully, especially with attention to details or behavior for the purpose of arriving at a judgment; to come to realize or know especially through consideration of noted facts.
This one verse in Deuteronomy 4:1 sums up James 1:22-25.
“But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.  (23)  For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror;  (24)  for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was.  (25)  But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does.”
Let’s look closer at the Hebrew words for what we are to observe:
Statutes - choq - An enactment, engraving, inscription, appointment; a written rule, decreed limit, law, custom, decree.  These all have a defined boundary, especially when written into the law.  Choq appears with mitzvah (commandment or precept), torah (instruction or Law), and mishpat (judgment or regulation). 
Psalm 2:7-8  “I will declare the decree: The Lord has said to Me, ‘You are My Son, today I have begotten You.  Ask of Me and I will give You the nations for Your inheritance, and the ends of the earth for Your possession’.”  

This messianic decree was an official order issue by God, in which The Lord Jesus is destined to rule and reign and have all dominion and authority.  God has set defined boundaries that help us keep His Word in our heart, and He gave us the Holy Spirit so we are able to receive and act upon His Word in obedience.  

Judgment - mishpat - Decision, determination, judgment, a personal cause of right; justice, rectification, correction, punishment.  Mishpat is from the verb shaphat, to decide, decree, judge, rule, determine.  Judgment is found always in God that produces decisions based on justice (being fair), rightness, truth, fairness, and equity.  Judgment rectifies (make what is wrong to be right) imbalances and sets things right again.  If punishment is what is required to rectify things, then judgment brings punishment.  God Himself is called a God of judgment.

Isaiah 5:16  “But the Lord of Hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and God who is holy shall be hallowed in righteousness.”
Commandment - mitsuvah - to command; an ordinance; an authoritative order or decree precept; law; to charge or appoint something.  Tsavah may have involved marking down.  God marked down the commandments, which He gave Israel upon stone tablets.  God instructions and orders to us are set and not be changed.
Deuteronomy 4:2  “You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandment of the Lord your God which I commanded you.”
Precept - piqqud – a mandate or general rule intended to regulate or control the behavior or thoughts of an individual.  Webster’s dictionary defines precept as a commandment or order intended as an authoritative rule of action; but applied particularly to commands respecting moral conduct.   

Law - torah - Instruction, teaching, direction, precept.  Usually torah refers to the Law of Moses, or a portion of the Law.  Sometimes torah refers to rules or instructions of a human parent, or of some other wise person.  The root of torah is yarah, meaning to shoot, to cast down in a straight manner, to direct, to rain down.  The idea is that God's instructions to Israel (the Torah) were given to them in a straightforward direct manner.  Under the old covenant, the Torah was first written on stone tablets; but now under the new covenant, God has caused it to be written on our hearts.  
When God gives us a commandment it is set as a precept to help us control our behavior and thought.  "Thou shall not lie", is a command that is set to keep us from sinning against ourselves and others. Lying is driven by fear, pride, insecurities, hurt, and other strong emotions.  When we speak falsely we step out of the boundaries (statues) of the Lord.  When we do not observe this law, there will be consequences (judgment).  Judgment comes to make right what we spoke as a lie or deception.  Lies cause others to be hurt or feel betrayed, placing mistrust in the relationship.  This sets up a vicious cycle of hurt and separation.
When we are obedient to the law, we allow the rain of God’s Laws to produce the river of the Holy Spirit to flow through us.  Then His teaching and instructions can flow through our hearts to bring an abundance of life, victory and healing.  But when we are disobedient to the law, we bring forth death, defeat, and distress. 

Please read Isaiah 43:1-2.  Do you see that God is with us whether we are in the waters with Him or if we are in the fire of judgment?  Both are to bring us closer to Him.  
Moses realized that when the Israelites finally took possession of the Promised Land, their greatest temptation would be to forsake God and to worship idols of that land.  To prepare the God’s people for life in the new land, Moses over and over taught the commandments and statutes God had given him to give to the people.  God made it very clear in His covenants that Obedience would bring life, blessing, health, and prosperity; while disobedience would bring death, cursing, disease, and poverty.  

This covenant showed God's children the way to live in fellowship with Him and with each other.  This precept in Deuteronomy is so important for all believers that it is quoted over eighty times in the New Testament.

We shall live if we follow The Lord as a disciple of His Word.  
Habakkuk 2:4 "Behold the proud, his soul is not upright in him; but the just shall live by his faith."  
The phase “shall live” is chayah, which means to stay alive; be preserved; to flourish; to enjoy life; to live in happiness; to recover health; to live continuously.  
The righteous person in his faithfulness, consistency, belief, and, steadfastness shall live!
Deuteronomy 4:1 “Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which I teach you to observe that you may live, and go in and possess the land which The Lord God of your fathers is giving you.” 

In Day 3 of this teaching series, we saw seven nations that were already in the Promised Land, and these same enemies are in our hearts.  We must be in complete obedience to God’s law, so we can be empowered by the Holy Spirit to drive out these enemies and allow God to completely possess the land of our hearts.  Then blessings will flow as we turn all control (trust) over to Him.  
Please read this message that was given to us from one of the intercessors:

There is an unawareness that we have switched in the spirit. The greatest cloud over our mind is for us not to be aware of where we are and live in ignorance or deception. God has empowered us as he did Esther. It is no more ask me for half of the kingdom, but I will give you “whatever you ask”.

Esther’s power was to choose how she was going to deal with the enemy. God is waiting for the church to use our power and declare war on the enemy. He told me yesterday during prayer that the people that are bound want to be free but do not have the ability (power). They have an inability (lack of power). You can want to do something but the ability (power) comes from God. 
He reminded me of David. The army did not have the ability to fight the giant. He is waiting for those with the ability to ask the King, as David did, to fight the Giant and to give us ability to do so. It is time to be like Moses and send the Plague and warring angels to our enemy.  God is waiting for us to ask Him, not for Him to have to tell us. He also reminded me; the release and freedom comes so the people can worship Him freely. 

God is asking you now; do you have the power (ability) of the Holy Spirit inside of you?  If so, what are you going to do with It in your daily life and the situations that have arisen to try defeat, distress, and distract you?
Digging Deeper

Please take time today to let this word go deep into you spirit.  Ask God to search your heart and remove the things that keep you bound.  Declare to Him that you want to be free, but it will take His power to set you free!  Partner with Him today to set your captive heart free.  
Do you see the power of our memory verse this week?  Please pray it back to God as a prayer of empowerment and praise.

Psalm 19:7  “The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.”  
