52 Days of Building a 2nd Wall with the Word and Wisdom

Being the Testimony of the Lord Jesus Christ
Day 6-May 19, 2013
Let’s review the definitions of the key words of Psalm 19:7-9
The law (torah - Word of God) of The Lord is perfect (tamiym - complete, whole), converting (shub - restoring, changing us into His image) the soul (nephesh - mind, will, & emotions).
The testimony (eduth - witness, evidence) of the Lord is sure (aman - confident, true beyond a doubt), making wise the simple.
The precepts (piqqud – command issued with authority) of the LORD are right (yawshawr - straight, just, righteousness) rejoicing the heart; 
The commandments (mitsvah – divine rule) of the LORD are pure, enlightening the eyes.

The fear (yirah - reverence, wisdom of His love) of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; 
The judgments (mishpat- verdict, justice, decisions) of the LORD are true (emeth - stability, certainty, trustworthy); they are righteous altogether.

As we continue on the journey with the Lord to build the second wall we must see that we are making the Wall complete and whole.  The word will make us complete and whole in this season, because it is absolute, having unrestricted power to convert (to cause change) the soul.  His Word has the power to convert us from sinners to children of God, and then to continue to convert us into His image day by day!   The testimony of The Lord is sure, which means it is trustworthy.  We can be confident in who He is and what He did for us as we get to know Him through His Word.  

The Lord Jesus’ testimony is true and the proof is the righteousness exhibited in our lives. We see our lives and the lives of others completely changed because of the Word of God.  As the Lord Jesus Christ enters into our souls, our lives are proof and evidence that He is a living God.  We can rejoice in the Word that changes us to be complete in Him.  This is the testimony we have now as the written Word of God changes our hearts to walk in confidence that Jesus Christ is Lord.  When our souls have been converted, we see that the seed of that work is now changing our hearts.  

2 Corinthians 3:2-3 tells us we are to become an epistle of Christ ministering to others.  Now the Word of God is “written not with ink but by the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of flesh, that is of the heart.”  
Our hearts become tender before Him like the eight year old King Josiah, who was able to walk in the purity of God.  Josiah had a testimony of God's heart because he had a child's heart to follow the Word of God.  When Josiah found the Word and read it, he took action to live it out, and then it became a testimony for many after him. To read more about his life, read 2 Kings 22 -23.
When we look at the conversion of our souls and become a testimony, we all know it was because the gospel of the Word was preached and taught to us. The word of God gives us wisdom that even the scholars of the world cannot understand.  This Word comes into the heart that will understand the testimony of Christ.  When it is heard, it opens up our heart to the wisdom of the Holy Spirit.  That is why we can see new babes come into the Lord with no strong educational or theological background.  They excel in the Lord, because their hearts are open to Christ and they allow Him to write His Word on their hearts.  

I Corinthians 2:18-31  “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  For it is written I will destroy the wisdom of the wise and bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.  Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this age?  Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?  For God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty; and the base things of the world and things which are despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are.”
What an amazing testimony of those who are wise by the Word of God led by the Holy Spirit. God's word is true and sure for changing the heart and the soul of man.  That is why in Psalm 19:8 we have seen that the statues which are the written law or instructions of God are a great joy to the heart of those who have been converted in their soul (mind, will and emotions).  We who have been converted by the Lord through His Word, Commandments, and Instructions begin to see it as a delight.  We come to learn that God’s Word is not bondage, but it is freedom for our soul. 

When we are not walking in the love of God to produce a testimony or evidence that He lives in our heart, we despise and resent the instructions of the Word.   We even get angry with the one who brings forth the Word.  As the Holy Spirit leads us to all truth, we see the purity of the Word of God. Now He is opening up our eyes to see His judgment is solid and right for our lives. Also when the Word comes through the reading, teaching, or prophetic voice it comes with fire to refine us like gold.  The instructions of this Word come to try us and purge us so we can walk in the fear of God, which is the pure relationship of our love for Him.

Now the trials of life refine us as gold to become like Him in our walk and to exhibit a changed nature.  

I Peter 1:6-7, "In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ."  
We see that the Lord uses the Word to refine us to know the genuineness of our faith and the relationship of our hearts toward Him. The word refine means to melt, test, or purify metal.  This melting process removes impurities from precious metals, such as gold or silver.   

When our hearts are open to the Lord’s instructions and leadings of His Word, it is sweeter than honey.  Honey is a sweet substance with a pleasant taste, and so are the Words of God. Now our soul delights in Him and all that He has in His heart.  The word does not become law or a cold demand that has been forced upon us.  We are now willing to give our heart to the Lord for His leadings, as David expresses in Psalms 119.  Our life no longer wants the gold of the earth or the things of this world, now our heart is longing for the refining of the Lord.

Psalm 19:11-13 now make sense to us. "Moreover by them Your servant is warned, and in keeping them there is great reward.  Who can understand his errors?  Cleanse me from secret faults.  Keep back Your servant also from presumptuous sins; Let them not have dominion over me.  Then I shall be blameless, and I shall be innocent of great transgression.”
Our prayer is for the Lord to refine our heart and soul.  
DIGGING DEEPER

Look up the following scriptures on being refined:

Zechariah 13:9 

Psalms 66:10  

Psalm 26:2 

Psalm 119:72 
Psalm 119:127 
Proverb 8:10-11 

Malachi 3:3 
Can you say your memory verse by heart yet?  Practice with a friend or family member.
