52 Days of Building a 2nd Wall of the Word and Wisdom

The Royal law

Day 7 – May 20, 2013
What is on the heart of God in this hour?  What would He say to us right now if He were here?  I truly believe that we are in the eleventh hour, which is the late hour. We do not have the time we think we have, and the Lord Jesus is calling us to respond to His heart in this hour.  

Let’s Read James 2:8-9 where He tells us to fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself, you do well.  But if you show partiality, you commit sin.”  Showing partiality is when we make distinctions among people based on their rank or influence, as in showing preference for the rich and powerful.
As we have seen this week, when the Lord gives out a law, we must obey it, so we must fulfill the Royal law, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself"?  In Leviticus 19, God gives us a list of statutes to keep regarding neighbors.  Please read Leviticus 19:13-18 and see what He says about relationships with our neighbor, how we are to treat on another.  

Who is your neighbor?  The word neighbor means a person near and next to us.  Neighbors are those who are near and close to us; our family, the people next door, those who are in the church, and those we work with.  A neighbor is anyone who is close to us physically and emotionally near to our heart.  Once we give our lives to Jesus Christ, He comes in through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit to change us little by little.  As He indwells us more and more, and as we allow Him to purge us little by little of the sins in our lives, His love will grow in greater measure for the Lord and for our neighbors.  Our hearts can now be close to our neighbors because the love of Christ is in us.  It does not make any difference who these people are, or what their status and position are in their lives.  What really matters is where our position is in their lives and that we are to fulfill the royal law.
Royal means to have the status of a king or queen to carry out a royal/kingly position.  The Royal Law is the law that was fulfilled by the King, our Lord Jesus Christ.  In this hour He is asking us to fulfill this law because the hour is late.  His Heart is to love and show this love to all; especially the poor, weak, helpless, orphans, and widows. 
James 1:27 “Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.”  

How do we fulfill this royal law of love?  Please read1 Peter 4
Verse 1-3: “Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles; when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries.”
Verse 7-8:  “But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers. And above all things have fervent love for one another, for love will cover a multitude of sins."

We must understand that there must be a drastic change in our lives, hearts, and minds.  We have spent enough time living for our flesh (sinful nature), we must now live for the Spirit of God that dwells in us.  We must know that this drastic change in our lives will bring suffering.  
1 Peter 4:12-13  “Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you; but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ's sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy.”
James 1:2-4  “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.”
Too often we have heard sermons on how wonderful (easy) our lives will be as Christians.  There is a peace and joy that is available in full measure for all believers, but we must know we learn it in the midst of trials and testings.  Are you willing to be brought low, to be humbled for the sake of your neighbors (your families, churches and communities)?  Are you willing to pray for them at all times?  Are you willing to share the Word of God with them?  Are you willing to demonstrate the love of God even when they do show love to you?  This is the kingly position of love that our King, Jesus Christ took for us.
Through this kingly position of His suffering for the sake of love, His glory will be revealed to us and manifest among us.  It pleases and delights Him when He sees our heart of love.  When we are patient to wait on God as we go through trials that test our heart, His heart is full of JOY.  In this waiting process, His heart is produced in our heart.   
Psalm 37:4 "Delight yourself also in the Lord and He shall give you the desires of your heart."  
The Lord Jesus does not want us to lack anything in this trial, because He is producing a love in our hearts to bear the burden of our neighbor, our brethren.

The royal law comes with a king or queen lays down their life for the people.  
James 1:12 "Blessed is the man who endures temptation (the desire to do wrong) for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which The Lord has promised to those who Love Him”.  
There is a crown waiting for all who position themselves to endure.  The crown refers to the fullness of eternal life.  1 Corinthians 9:25 tells us that our crown is an imperishable crown.

Revelation 2:10 “Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer.  Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulations ten days (temporary time).  Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”  
The devil, meaning slanderer, is behind our persecutors, who will come to test us for a relatively short time.  If we are faithful, He will give us the joy of eternal life.  We will learn to be over-comers as we walk out His unconditional love.  

Jesus warned us of the events that will come soon.  The events that we are watching in the media today show us false images of things to come. The media today bombards our itching ears with news of disasters, divisions, and distress so much so that we become numb to the news.  This causes our hearts to be cold and unfeeling hearts for those in need.  When this happens, we will not have a love for those who are suffering and defenseless.  

Mathew 24:7-14 “For nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom.  And there will be famines, pestilences and earth quakes in various places.  All these are the beginning of sorrows (deep distress cause by lost, disappointment, or other misfortune suffered by someone or others.) And because of lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.  But he who endures to the end shall be saved.  And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.”  

We are in an hour, the eleventh hour, when we must endure.  To endure is to hold one's ground in conflict, to bear up against adversity, to hold out under stress, to stand firm and persevere under pressure, as we wait calmly and courageously.  Enduring is not lying down and barely holding on for the trial to end; but an active, strategic plan to defeat the enemy’s devices.  The times we are living in are dark and perilous, and will get worse before the glorious day of Christ’s return.  We must not be ignorant of the enemy’s devices that will try to take advantage of the situation and cause division between us and our brethren. We must do all we can to preserve and build up love amongst ourselves.

DIGGING DEEPER:

Read 1 Corinthians 13:7 and apply these definitions of love to your life.  

Write down when you have failed and when you have succeeded to love others this way.

Take the time to repent for you failures to God and also to all the Lord leads you to repent to.  There is great power in repentance and forgiveness.  

Rejoice with God when you have succeeded.  I say rejoice with Him, because you were able to love others rightly because of His Love inside of us.  

The next time you are faced with a crossroads of using the Royal Law or not, stop and ask the Lord to fill you anew with His love for that person.  Then you will be able to truly love them.  Try this, I guarantee it will work for you.  “Love never fails.”
